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BURLINGTON 
1  Jakes Internet Sweepstakes 

3274 S. Church St.
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 11
Percentage African-American: 6
Percentage Latino: 1

2  Internet Sweepstakes
2602 Eric Lane
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 10
Percentage African-American: 9
Percentage Latino: 6

3  Webb Business Center 
922 E Webb Ave.
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 16
Percentage African-American: 23
Percentage Latino: 20

4 T&L Internet, 1108 Vaughn Road
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 16
Percentage African-American: 23
Percentage Latino: 20

GRAHAM 
5  West Elm Business Center 

411 W. Elm St:
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 20
Percentage African-American: 29
Percentage Latino: 17

MEBANE 
6  Internet Sweepstakes 

112 Millstead Drive
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 12
Percentage African-American: 17
Percentage Latino: 5 

HILLSBOROUGH
7  Tabletop Internet Cafe 

155 Rebecca Drive   
(Opening soon)
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 10
Percentage African-American: 20
Percentage Latino: 3

DURHAM
8  Internet Business Cafe

4221 Garrett Road
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 19
Percentage African-American: 34
Percentage Latino: 22

9  Fish the Net 
2638 Durham-Chapel Hill Blvd.
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level:  12
Percentage African-American: 35
Percentage Latino: 15

10  North Pointe Business Center 
2005 N. Pointe Drive
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 7
Percentage African-American: 19
Percentage Latino: 3

11 Internet Cafe, 3115 Guess Road
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 7
Percentage African-American: 19
Percentage Latino: 3

12  Sweepstakes
1058 W. Club Blvd. 
(Northgate Mall)
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 24
Percentage African-American: 53
Percentage Latino: 16

Coming to your low-income neighborhood: a sweepstakes cafe
BY  LI S A  S O R G  A N D  J O E  S C H WA RT Z

On a recent weekday afternoon, a 
player at T&L Internet Cafe clicks 
his mouse, scores doubles and wins 

$1. When some of the older women cus-
tomers hit doubles in the online version of 
a slot machine, the attendant says, they rub 
the screen for good luck. 

To read the sign out front of this 
Burlington sweepstakes joint—“$Money, 
Mo Money, Come on, Get it”—you would 
think everyone would be a winner and that 
the floors would be awash in $100 bills. But 
few people are leaving with more money 
than they entered with. 

As census data and visits to the sweep-
stakes cafes show, these businesses are 
often located in neighborhoods where 
people have little to spend and a lot to lose. 
Ultimately, the house always wins.

Because of a skillful and deliberate pars-
ing of the law, Internet gambling is legal, 
whereas its video machine counterpart is 
not. Players “buy time,” on the comput-
ers, and players win credits in the online 
sweepstakes that are then transferred back 
into cash. Unlike slot machines, prizes are 
paid to winners based on predetermined 
sweepstakes systems, not by chance. That’s 
the loophole.

Since a state law passed last year cre-
ated the loopholes, sweepstakes cafes have 
flourished throughout North Carolina. Yet 
that these businesses are opening is less 
notable than where they’re opening—many 
of them in low-income and/ or minority 
neighborhoods.

For example, in the census tract that 
includes T&L Internet Cafe in Burlington, 
16 percent of individuals live below the 
federal poverty level; 20 percent of residents 
are Latino.

A1 Sweepstakes sits at the feet of St. 
Augustine College in Raleigh, in a rough 
neighborhood where one-quarter of indi-
viduals are poor and eight of 10 residents 
are African-American.

In Durham, in the census tract that 
includes RCB Internet Cafe, nearly half 
the families are poor; 96 percent of 
residents in that Southside neighbor-
hood, which includes the Rolling Hills, are 
African-American. 

 “I thought it would be a good business,” 
said Ron Bullock, owner of RCB Internet 
Cafe. As for choosing the location, he added, 
“You have to use your own judgment. The 
rent was cheap.”

(The Indy tried to contact several café 
owners by phone, but they did not return 
calls seeking comment.)

Ray Eurquhart, an activist on Durham’s 
South Side, said he thought the RCB 
Internet Cafe was a “place to drink lattes 

13  Dollar & Up Internet 
Sweepstakes, 4400 N. Roxboro St.
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 19
Percentage African-American: 84
Percentage Latino: 3

14  RCB Internet Cafe 
810 Fayetteville St.
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 45
Percentage African-American: 96
Percentage Latino: 1

15  Lucky’s Sweepstakes 
1700 Holloway St.
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 30
Percentage African-American: 19
Percentage Latino: 3

RALEIGH
16  A1 Sweepstakes 

329 N. Tarboro St.
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 25  
Percentage African-American: 82
Percentage Latino: 6

17  Queen Business Center 
Sweepstakes 
5440 Atlantic Springs Road
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 6
Percentage African-American: 18
Percentage Latino: 4

18  BG Sweepstakes 
4551 New Bern Ave.
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 1 
Percentage African-American: 20
Percentage Latino: 2

GARNER
19  Arcade Internet Cafe 

225 Timber Drive
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 7
Percentage African-American: 29
Percentage Latino: 3

KNIGHTDALE
20  Knightdale Sweepstakes 

1015 N. Smithfield Road
 Percentage of individuals living 
below the federal poverty level: 8
Percentage African-American: 22
Percentage Latino: 8
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